
 You have a child in middle school. 

Now what?                               
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Here are a few pointers to help 
navigate these new waters! 

CHECKING THEIR GRADES: 

     You will be given a log in and 
password for ALMA, our online 
grading program.  We recommend 
checking the grades once per week 
only, and WITH YOUR CHILD 
PRESENT.  Wednesday is our 
academic/student-focused period in 
advisory.  It is a good idea to do this 
ALMA checking before that advisory 
on Wednesday (perhaps Tuesday 
evening). If there are things you find 
that need attention, it will be a good 
opportunity for your child to focus on 
them.   

     Please note that the grades are not 
always inputted immediately.  
Teachers typically enter them within 
a few days, but do have up to two 
weeks to get current with grades. 

     A WONDERFUL WAY to truly 
keep abreast of what your child is 
doing in school is to check their 
planner with them.  Our PTA 
generously bought this great 
organizational tool for each student at 
Del Mar.  Sixth graders should learn 
to enter their nightly assignments as 
well as quiz and test dates, project 
due dates, and interim benchmarks on 
the way to project completion. 
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COMMUNICATING with TEACHERS 

     One of the best things you can do 

for your middle school student is to 

promote and encourage them to 

advocate for themselves.  Let them 

know that we are all here to support 

them and want to hear from them.  

They can reach out via email or just 

come by to arrange a time to meet if 

that is needed.    

     If it becomes necessary for you to 

contact your child’s teacher, emails 

are generally our preferred method of 

communication.  Leaving a phone 

message at school can be difficult as 

many of us share classrooms and are 

teaching in multiple locations.  We try 

our best to reply in a timely manner, 

and at most will get back to you within 

two business days. 
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     HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS 

     Homework reinforces skills, 
concepts, and information learned in 
class.  It encourages students to take 
initiative and responsibility for 
completing a task.  Each class in which 
your child is enrolled has a slightly 
different nightly/weekly workload.                        

     TYPICALLY, your 6th grader should 
spend no more than one hour per evening on 
homework.  The math department assigns 
“Learning Opportunities” on Monday, 
Tuesday, and block day.  It should not take 
much more than 20 minutes.  

     Del Mar requires two hours of 
independent reading per week. 
The Humanities (History and English 
Language Arts) facilitates the independent 
reading with a reading log. There will be 
other humanities homework and projects, but 
not every night. Work done at home, 
excluding reading, should take less than 30 
minutes if students budget their time and 
plan ahead. 

     In science, students also need to complete 
class work left undone at home and also 
STUDY for semi-weekly Friday quizzes.  If 
your son/daughter is enrolled in Spanish, 
they may also have about 15 minutes of HW 
a few nights per week.  This is an “average” 
and is meant as just a guide/gauge for you. 
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